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Honoring Our Veterans  
by Wyatt Onstott 

 On November 11th, Banner County School 

held their Annual Veterans’ Day program. The morn-

ing began with the National Honor Society serving a 

breakfast of biscuits and gravy to the area military 

veterans. At 9 am, students, staff, and the veterans 

were assembled into the big gym to be welcomed 

by Dr. Browne. American Legion Post 36 Color Guard 

presented the colors and did a brief explanation of the meanings behind each 

flag. The Color Guard also did a presentation of folding the American flag with 

an explanation behind the symbolism for each fold. After the presentation of 

the colors, the high school choir performed a beautiful rendition of the “Star 

Spangled Banner.”  

 Following that performance, Lily Teeple read a poem about Veterans 

Day and the reason why we honor our veterans. The combined choir of junior 

high and high school students closed the poetry reading with the song “How I 

Love America” and the high school Band played “Abide With Me.” This year’s 

guest speaker was Mr. Tyler Plasencio, who is a veteran from the Army branch 

of the U.S. military. Tyler’s speech was brief, but a moving explanation about 

how our military veterans serve our country in many forms and ways. All of 

which deserve our respect.  

 To close this year’s program, Dr. Browne presented a slideshow with 

pictures of service members, their connections to Banner County students and 

staff, and operations they were a part of. As 

the slideshow came to an end, the Color 

Guard returned to retire the U.S. flag for the 

program. We want to send out a huge thank 

you to all of our Banner County veterans 

and to veterans everywhere for protecting 

and serving our country.  
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Attention- BCSF Fundraiser is On the Prowl 

The Banner County School Foundation is beginning a new fundraiser drive for 

this fall that involves the “Big Man” himself. That's right, Sasquatch! Sasquatch 

will be traveling to Banner County residents’ yards and he won’t be alone. He is 

bringing a whole slew of other handcrafted signs with him. The catch, you have 

to pay a fee for Sasquatch to leave your yard!  This fundraiser drive will help sup-

port the BCSF Scholarship and support the needs of the school’s teachers.  If you 

are interested in helping with the fundraiser and learning more about it, please 

check out our registration at https://forms.gle/vocHKCjxiEwmTZrY9 . Thank you 

for supporting the Banner County School Foundation.   

Decisions Have Consequences 

By Wyatt Onstott 

On November 9th, all of the MAC schools (Bayard, Ley-

ton, South Platte, Banner County, Potter-Dix, Minatare, and 

Creek Valley) gathered at Creek Valley High School to listen to 

a presentation about life choices and their impacts. This 

presentation was created to tell a story of a man who did in-

deed make mistakes, but hopes that his story inspires students 

throughout the country to make better decisions. He hopes to 

prevent students from making the ones he did.  

Who is the speaker you ask? Well, the speaker was 

Ethan Fisher, a man who made poor choices during junior high 

and high school that had a negative impact on his life.  After a 

life altering accident, he decided to turn his life around. No 

matter how difficult it might be to talk about his repeated mis-

takes, he still forces himself to share his story. Ethan hopes 

that at least a few students change how they see the world 

and keep away from making mistakes that they will later re-

gret.  

It wasn’t like how we usually see a school presentation. 

Ethan’s presentation was emotional, tragic, and had little to no 

humor which strangely made us all comprehend his story 

more and connect to it in our own ways. After all was said and done, Ethan’s presentation was goofy, seri-

ous, tragic, and helpful. His last piece of advice after the 2 hour presentation was the 5 Keys to Success: 

accountability, goals, faith, perseverance, and desire. The Banner County high school students were thank-

ful for this opportunity to listen to this motivational speaker.  

 Accountability—taking responsibility of 

your mistakes and actions. 

 Goals— make a goal for yourself, write it 

down, work for that goal everyday and 

keep the written version to remind 

yourself everyday. 

 Desire— have a want for your goal to 

keep you going for it and never give up 

on it. 

 Faith—you have faith that you will 

succeed, you will be great, and you will 

find a way to bring your dreams and 

goals to reality. 

 Perseverance— never give up on your 

dreams, goals, and most importantly 

yourself. Always find a way! 

THE FIVE KEYS 

https://forms.gle/vocHKCjxiEwmTZrY9
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Preparing Our Students for the Future! 
By David Selves 

 

 On November 5th, an OEF Friday, a representative from Western Nebraska Community College visit-

ed Banner County to talk to students about future goals for college. Students were able to ask questions and 

receive help to find out what they are interested in. When asked, Mrs. Olsen stated, “Students just need time 

to get help with the college application process, without the worry of their everyday life, homework and 

such. It was a day set aside to help juniors and seniors deal with a stressful situation.” Studies have shown 

that almost half of all students that go to U.S. colleges are unsure of what they want to study. Going in as 

undecided is okay though, and the college can help you explore and find what areas of study interest you. In 

almost the same way, this session helped clarify some of the uncertainties students had about going to col-

lege. Students even took interest inventories that helped point out majors of interest based on the student’s 

ability.   

The seniors and juniors also received help with starting the FAFSA application process, as well as ap-

plying for scholarships. Applying for these can be a great way to help pay for college, especially with all the 

costs such as: housing fees, classes, food, textbooks  and general fees. Everyone going to college needs to 

fill out the FAFSA, which is determined by your family’s finances. The FAFSA can award federal grants and aid 

to help with paying for college. 

Our upperclassmen were very thankful for all of the useful information that was presented to them 

on College Day. With all of 

this help and information, 

we hope that our Wildcats 

are successful as they 

begin to make plans for 

their lives outside of     

Banner County School. 

Coming Soon…. 

 

 
Custom orders are available along with our predesigned items. Look for 
our catalog to be online soon or call the school and reference the plasma 
cutter.  



Senior Spotlight 

Mycala Jones 

This month’s Senior Spotlight also highlights Mycala Jones. Mycala is described as 

thoughtful, expressive, energetic, artistic, delightful, and animated. We asked her a 

few questions regarding her high school career and her plans for the future. 

 

Q: What extracurricular activities have you participated in? 

A: One Act, Speech, 4-H, Choir, and Band 

 

Q: What are your goals for this year? 

A: To make it through this year with As and Bs. 

 

Q: What are your plans for after high school?  

A: To at least go to WNCC to get a degree in art and then possibly go to Chadron. 

 

Q: What is one of your favorite classes and why? 

A: English has always been a favorite subject because the teacher is pretty calm and easy going. 

 

Q: What’s one piece of advice you would give to younger students? 

A: Education is important, but it isn’t your whole life, just do your best and enjoy life as much as you can. 

Madde Hill 
This month’s Senior Spotlight features Madde Hill. She is often described as a caring, 

funny, kind, and an undaunted person. She lets nothing stop her from reaching her 

goals and always looks out for the wellbeing of others. Here are Madde’s thoughts 

about her high school career. 

 

Q: What extracurricular activities have you participated in? 

A: I did speech freshman year, student council and band in both my freshman and 

sophomore years. I’ve been a part of National Honor Society since my sophomore year.  

 

Q: What are your goals for this year? 

A: I have the ultimate goal of having my first year of college done on top of graduating 

from high school,  then a smaller goal of doing well in the college classes I take during 

the school year. 

 

Q: What are your plans for after high school? 

A: I plan on getting a bachelor's of science and major in biblical studies based in children's ministry. 

 

Q: What is one of your favorite classes and why? 

A: I don't have a favorite class. I like them all because each of the teachers I have are caring and strive to give 

us (students) a good education. 

 

Q: What is one piece of advice you would give to younger students? 

A: Don't settle for less, work hard for what you want, and don't worry about what others think about you. You 

are your own person so be who you are.  

Senior Spotlight 
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Banner County School Foundation Coat Drive 
 Do you have gently used winter coats, snow pants, snow boots, gloves, or 

stocking caps taking up space in your closest because you don’t use them any-

more? If you think they could be put to better use, please bring your gently used 

winter garb to Banner County School beginning December 11th for Brunch with 

Santa. The BCSF will be collecting these items through December 17th.  

 As an incentive for bringing your gently 

used winter gear, you will be able to nominate 

a Banner County resident to be the host of the 

traveling Sasquatch.  Let’s help our wildcats 

stay warm this winter! 

Caught in the Act! 
By David Selves 

 

After a one year hiatus, One Act is back with two new coaches, Ay-

den and John Vrtatko! It is looking to be a successful year with the number 

of students participating, even enough to have understudies. Crew mem-

bers this year include: Noah Yetter, Jaelyn Yetter, Keira Bolander, and Janie 

Fonseca-Warm.  The cast members are: Isaac Olsen as the Doctor, Kairyn 

Miller as Jonesy, Mycala Jones as Susy, and David Selves as Old Mr. Beh-

rman. The actors and crew have been working hard to improve their perfor-

mance since their MAC One Act competition on November 16th.  

Now, what is their act anyway, and what is it about? Well, they are performing a play written by O. 

Henry called, “The Last Leaf.”  It is a play about three artists living in Greenwich Village, New York in 1907. 

When Jonesy becomes ill with pneumonia, her friend Susy cares for her. The problem is, Jonesy believes 

that when the ivy vine outside the window is fully stripped of its leaves, she will die, and the doctor says 

that her chance of survival is low. Their friend Mr. Behrman, an artist in his 

early seventies, has been working on a piece of art for forty years. He 

gives the ultimate sacrifice of life by painting his masterpiece, an ivy leaf, 

in hopes that Jonesy will find the will to live. 

It is great to have a One Act team again! This year’s team has 

room for improvement, but it is a good start to creating a strong team. 

We wish our One Act students the best of luck at their upcoming district 

competition on December 1st, in Chappell.  
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Celebrate the season with 

friends!  
 

Pancake & Sausage Brunch 
(Free will donation) 

 

Photo with SANTA  ~ Wagon Rides 
Crafts ~ S’mores ~ Free Books 

 
BANNER COUNTY SCHOOL 

DECEMBER 11TH, 2021 
10 AM—12 NOON 

 
Community volunteers needed to 

help with crafts! 
Call Dr. Browne 436-5262 

You Can’t Beat These  
Wildcats on the Mat! 

By Shelton Burback 

 

 The Junior High Wrestling season has come 

and gone within the month of November. Our Wild-

cats had a short intense season, but one that was so 

enjoyable and full of achievements. This year’s team 

consisted of eight junior high students from 6th 

through 8th grade. Returning eighth graders this 

year included: Camrin Benton, Logan Mason, Layton 

Mossberg, and Gabe Teeple. Under their leadership, 

the 7th and 6th graders had a lot of guidance to 

help them improve throughout the season. Seventh 

graders Kody Carpenter and Andrew Smith along 

with sixth graders Wilbur Reichenberg and Austin 

West were taking in each moment to learn from 

each wrestling experience. After speaking with the 

team, the main goal for the season was to improve 

and get as many wins as possible.  

 Coached by Mr. Gifford and Mr. Hellman, the 

Wildcats focused on learning the fundamentals of 

wrestling. The coaches also wanted the wrestlers to 

be able to learn how to win and lose within this 

sport; eventually finding a love for the sport which 

will become their source of motivation.  We are all 

so proud of our junior high wrestlers. We can’t wait 

to see what next season brings. 

December 14th  
Entrepreneurship 

Extravaganza 
 & 

 Christmas Concert  

Save the Date 

Events begin at 4pm & 6pm. 
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Dr. Evelyn Browne, BOE Secretary 
November 8, 2020 
 

Awards and Recognitions 
President Ron Johnson commended the Students of the Month - Leonardo Montelongo, Grade 1 and Jamie Triolo, Grade 
12.  
Consent Agenda 
Motion to approve the consent agenda as presented. Passed with a motion by Douglas Olsen and a second by Jake Knaub. 
-Approve the Minutes of the October 11th, 2021 regular meeting. 
-Approve the payment of bills and salaries totaling $309,108.65 for the November 8th, 2021, regular meeting. 
-Approve Audit of School Accounts, 2020-2021 
-Declare circa. 2000 Yamaha Clavinova obsolete.  
Approve full-time enrollment status for senior attending part-time. 
Approve release time for Senior Maddison Hill to attend Summit College in Gering to meet graduation requirements as a 
full-time student. Passed with a motion by Laura Baker and a second by Douglas Olsen. 
Supt. Browne reported Free COVID-19 testing (self-administered) for staff, students, and families will be offered 
through a partnership with the Midwest Coordinating Center beginning mid-November. Call the school for details. 

Complete Minutes of all BOE meetings can be accessed at: www.bcswildcats.org 

‘Tis the season for giving...and thanking 
We have so many things to be thankful for this year! To begin with, we are thankful to have students back in 
classrooms and able to engage 100% in their learning! We are thankful for the teachers and support staff 
that attend to the needs of our students in school while also attending to the needs of their families and 
neighbors during a pandemic. We are thankful for the flexibility and extra help that everyone at the school 
has generously offered to make this academic year work! We are thankful for our extended school family—
our community members—for their support at student activities and sports. We are thankful that the school 
continues to provide opportunities for neighbors and friends to come together! 
 

The generosity of the Banner Music Booster Club and the Classes of 2015
-2021 also deserve our thanks! Our music and performing arts programs 
have been gifted a new Yamaha digital piano and beautiful stage curtain. 
Come to the Christmas Concert on December 14th to see and hear!  
 

This year continues to present chal-
lenges and decisions as we navigate 
through unprecedented times. Seek-
ing reasons to be thankful and oppor-
tunities to give could mitigate the 

stress, the pressure, and what looks like the long road ahead.   

  

May this holiday season find you counting your blessings with family and 
friends!  

A limited number of BCPS Foundation Community Birthday Calendars will be 

on sale for $5 at the Christmas Concert!  

Pre-paid orders can be picked up at the concert.  



Banner County School 
P.O. Box 5 
Harrisburg, NE 69345 
 

CURRENT RESIDENT or PO BOX 
 
HARRISBURG, NE 69345 

December 2021 


